
COPROPHAGIA: POOP EATING IN DOGS
“EW! Don’t eat that!” Yeah, it’s pretty gross. But coprophagia - the ingestion of feces -
is fairly common. Some dogs eat the poop of other animal species, some eat the poop
of other dogs, and some dogs eat their own poop.

While it’s normal in dog moms with newborn puppies, it could be a sign of illness or
stress in other dogs. As with any concerning or recent changes in behavior, a
veterinarian should examine the dog to rule out medical causes. Products and home
remedies that promise a quick fix rarely deliver.

Once you have ruled out health-related causes, follow these tips for behavior change.

MANAGEMENT: PREVENT PRACTICE

Follow these strategies to prevent your dog from eating poop:

OTHER RESIDENT DOGS
If your dog eats the poop of your other dog(s), give the dogs
seperate potty breaks and pick up all poop right away. If you have
a yard, you can also keep the poop-eater on a leash to keep them
from following the other dog(s).

THEIR OWN POOP
These dogs are most likely to eat their feces immediately after they
relieve themselves, which doesn’t give you much time. Always take
a handful of really good treats or a favorite toy. Immediately after
your dog poops:

IN YARD: Get your dog’s attention on the toy/food, then it
across the yard. As soon as they start to move toward it,
pick up their poop.

ON-WALKS: Take a few steps back and encourage your dog
to follow, rewarding them when they do. Now, scatter a
handful of treats on the ground. Pick up their poop while
they’re distracted.

If your dog doesn’t respond to the toy/treat, it may not be
motivating enough. Experiment with different toys and treats to
see what your dog responds to in these situations.
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OTHER SPECIES
This is more likely to happen in off-leash situations, like hikes. If your dog
enjoys wildlife poop, keep them on a leash or cotton long-line and start
training a strong recall (come when called).

NEXT STEPS: TRAINING
Now that things are more manageable, you can start teaching your dog new skills that
will make things easier. Go to shelterbehavior.com/videos to see videos on how to
teach your dog these skills.

HAND TARGET
Move your dog away from the poop with a hand target.

DOWN STAY
Ask your dog to lie down and stay while you pick up poop.

NAME RESPONSE
A fast and reliable recall is great in any situation!

Training is a learning process. Use the management strategies above until your dog is
reliably responding to their new training cues.

If you need extra help with your dog’s training, find a certified professional at
IAABC.org or CCPDT.org.
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